Let Them Soar Scholarship Fund 
Mission Statement:
Let Them Soar is a nonprofit scholarship fund founded by Chelsea L. Johnson with the mission of investing in the future of deserving students who have demonstrated strong academic achievement, perseverance, and dedication to their education. Our purpose is to provide financial assistance that enables students to attend the college or university of their choice, fostering opportunity, leadership, and lifelong success.
Vision Statement:                                                                                                                               The vision of Let Them Soar, founded by Chelsea L. Johnson, is to create a future where every hardworking, high-achieving student has the freedom to attend the college or university of their dreams without financial barriers forcing them to compromise their aspirations. Inspired by the journey of Chelsea’s son, Reede, whose unwavering dream of attending Howard University began in the 7th grade, this organization was established to ensure that no student who has demonstrated academic excellence, leadership, service, and perseverance is ever forced to choose between opportunity and their dream. After graduating high school with an exceptional 5.1 GPA, becoming a Posse Scholarship finalist, and earning acceptance into his dream school, Reede faced the unfair reality of having to choose between following his lifelong goal or accepting a scholarship tied to another institution. Let Them Soar envisions a world where students who have done everything right—worked hard, made strong choices, led their peers, and served their communities—can soar into their future with dignity, support, and the ability to pursue the path they have earned.
A Founder’s Story
Let Them Soar was founded from a mother’s determination to make sure no hardworking student is ever forced to choose between their dream and their future.
Founder Chelsea L. Johnson created this scholarship fund after witnessing her son, Reede, face a heartbreaking and unfair decision. Since the 7th grade, Reede had one dream: to attend Howard University. He dedicated himself to that goal with discipline, faith, and perseverance. He excelled academically, graduating high school with an extraordinary 5.1 GPA. He became a leader among his peers, a servant leader in his community, and a student who consistently made the right choices.
His hard work was recognized when he was named a Posse Scholarship finalist and accepted into his dream school.
But instead of celebrating the reward of years of sacrifice, Reede and his family were confronted with an impossible choice:
follow his lifelong dream and attend Howard University, or accept scholarship support that required him to give up the very school he had worked so hard to reach.
For Chelsea, this moment revealed a painful truth: too many deserving students are asked to compromise their dreams because of financial limitations.
Students who have worked tirelessly, led in their communities, served others, and achieved academic excellence should not be punished by the cost of higher education.
Families should not have to deplete their savings, take on overwhelming debt, or even consider a second mortgage simply to provide their child with the opportunity they have earned.
This is why Let Them Soar was born.
Our organization exists to bridge the gap between achievement and access. We provide scholarships that allow students to attend the college or university of their choice—the school that aligns with their dreams, purpose, and future.
Your support makes that possible.
Let Them Soar was born from the deeply personal journey of founder Chelsea L. Johnson and her son, Reede.
From the 7th grade, Reede carried a dream in his heart—to attend Howard University. He did everything a student is told to do in order to succeed. He worked tirelessly in the classroom, remained focused on his goals, made positive choices, served his community, and became a leader among his peers. His dedication and perseverance led him to graduate high school with an outstanding 5.1 GPA, earn recognition as a Posse Scholarship finalist, and gain acceptance into the university he had dreamed about for years.
But at the moment that should have been filled with celebration, Reede and his family were faced with an impossible choice.
He could either follow his lifelong dream and attend Howard University, or accept the Posse Scholarship finalist nomination, which required attending a school selected through the scholarship program rather than the university he had worked so hard to reach.
For a student who had done everything right—worked hard academically, served others, demonstrated leadership, and stayed committed to his future—this decision felt profoundly unfair.
No student should have to choose between financial support and the school they have dreamed of attending.
No family should be forced to drain their life savings or consider taking out a second mortgage just to give their child access to the future they earned.
That experience became the foundation for Let Them Soar.
Chelsea founded this nonprofit scholarship fund so that students like Reede can pursue the college or university of their choice without being held back by financial barriers. Let Them Soar exists to support hardworking, deserving students whose academic excellence, leadership, and service have already proven that they are ready to succeed.
Our mission is simple: when students have done the work, they deserve the freedom to follow their dreams.
We believe every student should have the opportunity to soar.

